Preface
sibility"  among the various European Governments;
but It seems to me all the more valuable to present their
views^ Inasmuch as these two writers^ each deeply and
sincerely patriotic, were members of the committee set
up by the German Reichstag to Investigate the causes
of the war, and carried out their task with the utmost
possible historical exactitude. Thus their views offer the
soundest guarantee of sincerity, and no national sus-
ceptibility or scruple can be offended by what they have
to say,
It will be noted that the text contains many words3
phrases-, and extracts of some length placed between
quotation marks. I have adopted this procedure in order
to devote the utmost possible space to authentic docu-
mentary evidence; the facts are allowed to speak for
themselves, as they appear from the German and Austrian
sources upon which I have almost exclusively relied.